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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Joe McKinney Muncy (Reg. No. 32,334) on 3 November 2004. 

Claims 1, 14, and 16 - 19 have been amended as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) An automation system for controlling and monitoring a 
plurality of devices using controllers, the automation system comprising: 
a plurality of devices, each comprising: 

a receiver for receiving signals, 

a transmitter for transmitting signals, 

a first memory holding a device identifier identifying the device, 
a processor for controlling the reception and transmission of signals, and 
means for providing an output to, or receiving an input from, an 
appliance connected to the device in response to a received signal, 
a first controller comprising: 

a radio frequency transmitter for transmitting signals, 
a radio frequency receiver for receiving signals, 

a first memory comprising an organized data structure holding device 
identifiers of devices controlled by the first controller and routing data 
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relating to, for each device controlled by the first controller, other devices 
which can receive and process signals transmitted by the device, 

a second memory holding a controller identifier identifying the first 
controller, and 

a processor for controlling the reception and transmission of signals and 
being adapted to store and read device identifiers in the first memory, the 
processor comprising means for generating a signal addressed to one or more 
devices and comprising instructions related to the operation of the appliance 
connected to the device, 
a second controller comprising: 

a radio frequency transmitter for transmitting signals, 

a radio frequency receiver for receiving signals, 

a first memory comprising an organized data structure, corresponding to 
the organized data structure of the first memory of the first controller, for 
holding at least device identifiers of devices controlled by the second 
controller, 

a second memory for holding a controller identifier identifying the 
second controller, and 

a processor for administering the reception and transmission of signals 
and being adapted to store and read at least device identifiers in the first 
memory, the processor comprising means for generating a signal addressed 
to one or more devices and comprising instructions related to the operation 
of the appliance connected to the device, 
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wherein the processor the first controller further comprises means for generating 
one or more signals comprising device identifiers and routing data from organized data 
structure of the first memory of the first controller, and 

wherein the processor of the second controller has a first, normal mode of 
operation in which it is adapted to transmit signals to, and receive signals from, devices 
controlled by the second controller, and a second mode of operation in which it is 
adapted to receive said one or more signals from the first controller and store said 
device identifiers and routing data correspondingly in the organized data structure 
controller of the first memory the second controller. 

14. (Currently Amended) An automation system according to claim 13 13, wherein 
the means for generating signal comprises means for generating a signal holding an 
indication of the current identifier in said predetermined sequence of device identifiers, 
and the processor of the second controller is further adapted to receive said signal and 
store said indication so as to allow the processor of the second controller to assign the 
device identifier which is next in sequence to the last device identifier assigned by the 
first controller, to a device. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 44 15, wherein the second 
controller comprises a processor having a first, normal mode of operation wherein it is 
adapted to transmit signals to, and receive signals from, devices controlled by the 
second controller, and a second mode of operation wherein it is adapted receive said one 
or more signals from the first controller and store said device identifiers 
correspondingly in the organized data structure of the memory of the second controller, 
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the method further comprising the step of setting the processor of the second controller 
in its second mode of operation. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 44 15, wherein the step of 
storing said device identifiers correspondingly in the organized data structure of the 



device identifiers already stored in the memory of the second controller. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 44 15, characterized in that it 
makes the second controller a replication of the first controller in terms of controlling the 
devices of the system, the method further comprising the step of, before storing said 
device identifiers in the memory of second controller, erasing all information related to 
device identifiers in the memory the second controller. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 14 15, characterized in that it 
makes the second controller a replication of the first controller in terms of controlling the 
devices of the system and in terms of set-up and learning of the system, wherein the 
signal further comprises instructions related the set-up and learning of the system. 



memory of the second controller comprises the step of overwriting corresponding 



Drawings 



2. 



The replacement drawings were received on 9 August 2004. These drawings are 



accepted. 




